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As you will quickly find, this edition is all about mushrooms. The fungi season this 
year has been superb, thanks to the amount of rain we had in Autumn. 

The easing of Covid-19 restrictions has also lead to the resumption of FOPW in 
park activities. It is good to be able to work together again, although we must still 
follow current guidelines and remember to social distance.

Also, we welcome back  Ranger Aislinn Mc Aleer who has  returned to Para Wirra 
after 9 months of materity leave.  

Please enjoy this edition. Remember this is our very own newsletter, please 
consider supporting it by submitting an article.
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BIRTHDAYS:  Ann Stone 5/4, Pat Bond 19/4, Molly Hughes 26/4, Tom Stone 26/4,  
Darren Williams 23/5, Mike Johnson 4/7, Phil Gillett 11/7  Happy Birthday!  

ANNIVERSARIES OF MEMBERSHIP:   Mark Wilson 20/1/18=2yrs, Val Lacy 
1/2/06=14yrs, Darren, Jasmine & Obelia Williams 18/2/12=8yrs, Yvonne Gravier 
21/2/09=11yrs, Craig & Josh Loveday, Helga Kruger 14/3/97=23yrs, Ian Roberts & 
Family 16/3/19=1yr. Bob Bates 21/3/15= 5yrs, Rupert & Helen Thorne 
25/3/15=5yrs, Michael Slocombe 6/4/16=4yrs, Tom & Anne Stone 6/4/16=4yrs, Sue 
& Rob Marshall 18/4/15=5yrs, Kath Matthews 21/4/06=14yrs, Molly Hughes 
4/5/89=31yrs, Thomas Brazier 18/5/19=1yr,  Beryl Peck 21/5/11=9yrs,  Demi 
Perdon 15/6/19=1yr,  Julie Williams 17/6/06=14yrs, Bernice Cohen 21/6/16=4yrs,  
Michelle & Geoff Knight 26/6/19=1yr, Kath Moloney 1/7/89=31yrs, Bob Swarbrick 
1/7/89=31yrs, John Dawkins 7/7/99=21yrs. If before this meeting listed last 
Agenda, if after next meeting listed next Agenda.

We had working bees again in April and May, attacking Boneseed in the new park 
area, with morning tea on site.  In June, we walked the Link Trail and removed 
some small boneseed plants in that area, with morning tea again, although rather 
chilly with only rocks to sit on!

After the working bee, we had our first lunch meeting since February, with correct 
social distancing in the Resource Room and sadly no shared food or drinks 
allowed.  Many thanks to those who attended the working bees and to Phil for 
organising them, and to those who stayed on for the June meeting.  It was really 
good to get back to almost normal, and to catch up with what is happening in the 
park.

We have sold one book since the last meeting, to Kath Maloney, who asked for a 
copy to give her daughter as a birthday present.  Val Lacy kindly delivered it to her, 
and I was able to visit Kath and her husband earlier this year, to present her with 
her 30 year badge, certificate and letter from the Minister, which she was not able 
to collect before, and had been rather reluctant to accept.  I convinced her that she 
had certainly deserved the recognition of her many years of active service before 
she retired from the group. 

Numbers on the PED counters have been higher, due to the Covid situation which 
reduced indoor activities.
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Volunteer Support Grant –$5,500 to eradicate Olives and Boneseed on Devil’s 
Nose slopes.  Josh Noble has completed this work, and has now been paid.  
Good to have less of these pest plants in the park!

$9033.00 AMLR NRM Grant, which has been augmented by a generous $1,000 
donation from Kersbrook Landcare, will improve the biodiversity of the South Para 
River area of the park, by removal of woody weeds such as Olives and other 
major invasive plants. Work should be completed by October this year.

Mike, Steve Taylor and I showed Minister Speirs and his two assistants the new 
Park area previously part of Glenburnie, and he was very happy to see the  
various areas and native vegetation types available.

It is good to be back to meetings as well as working bees, and to catch up with 
each other again.

Thank you all for your work and your patience in this difficult time.
Regards,

Patsy Johnson

Off duty Ranger Aislinn Mc Aleer and Ghost 
Mushroom. Photo: D Williams
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Secretary’s Report - Leonie Hobbs

Barossa Goldfields 
Historical Society

Due to the interesting times we have been living in, not 
much to report. The Cottage has been closed for several 
weeks and apart from checking the premises, and Bob 
doing some maintenance, we have all had to find 
something else to do on Tuesday mornings. 

However, the area has been well visited during this time. 
The carparks have often been full with lots of people 
having picnics on the grounds of the cottage. Hopefully, 
with restrictions being lifted, that we can resume usual 
activities at the Cottage, at least. 

Leonie.

Fungi growing on log, Deep Creek. Photo: D Williams

https://www.facebook.com/496519647108383/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1882953191798348
https://www.facebook.com/496519647108383/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1882953191798348
https://www.facebook.com/496519647108383/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1882953191798348
https://www.facebook.com/496519647108383/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1882953191798348
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Photos from the June 20 FOPW working bee.
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Fungal Foray to Deep Creek-Kath Mathews

J a s m i n e & D a r r e n 
Williams, as well as 
m y s e l f , j o i n e d t h e 
Adelaide Fungal Studies 
group on July 5, to Deep 
Creek, the first foray this 
year due to Covid-19 
limitations.  Rain was 
forecast but stayed 
away for us and a great 
day was had by all.

Deep Creek usually has 
a large variety of fungi and we were not disappointed with 53 species 
recorded although a few were a little soggy due to the damp 
conditions.

The highlights of the 
trip were two quite 
large beautiful bracket 
like fungi growing on a 
couple of trees.  They 
h a v e n o t b e e n 
identified as yet.  The 
other highlight was 5 
slime moulds found, 
one on some sticks, 
and the rest on a tree 
trunk the fungi group 
has been studying for 
a number of years.  

Slime moulds are not actually a fungi but tend to be grouped with the 
fungi.  They start as a single cell and swarm together and fuse making 
a large organism with thousands of nuclei.  They do not contain chitin 
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in their cell walls as do fungi and can move at about 1 mm per hour.  
Some are very small and most are quite beautiful and not slimy.   

Kath Matthews

Undescribed Bracket Fungs. All photos: Kath Mathews.

Editors note: I thoroughly enjoyed the Fungi Foray, It was also a great 
oportunity to apreciate the ecological work being carried out by another 
group. I was in awe of the knowledge of those that we were with, both 
their knowledge of fungi as well as the more in depth scientific knowledge 
they gather from genetic research and hi-resolution imaging. The 
company was also warm and friendly, even though we had to maintain 
our ‘social distance’.

The Slime Mould baubles,  as shown in Kaths images on the previous 
page, were as intriguing as they were beautiful. Something I have since 
found examples of in our own Para Wirra.

cont…
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Photographing ‘Ghost Mushroom’ (Omphalotus nidiformis) In 
Para Wirra-Darren Williams

Since Winter 2019, I have been working towards photographing this 
years mushroom season. Particularly the Ghost Mushrooms in Para 
Wirra. Whilst these fungi do indeed glow in the dark, the extremely low 

levels emitted require advanced 
photographic techniques to 
succesfully capture the faint blue/
green glow.

The season began early this year, 
thanks to the early substantial 
rains. I found my first patch of 
O.nidiformis quite close to the 
Rangers Office. Ariving before 
nightfall, I set up my equipment.

However, it soon became clear that 
even the modest glow from the 1st 
quarter moon was enough to 
completely prevent the camera 
from picking up the glow, rather the 
camera produced almost daytime 
images of white mushrooms. 

However, thanks to a large golf umbrella I packed with my gear, I was 
able to capture images with the white shells contrasted against the 
beautiful green glow in the gills. These were quite young fruit, also 
damaged from the thick ground cover around the base of the trees 
where they were growing. I needed something larger and more 
accesible to photograph.

Left & Right: Small O. nidifomis glowing
naturaly but backlit by moon.
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As luck would have it, Ranger Kevin told me the location of a 
magnificent specimen, close to the central road in the park. A Long leaf 
box had fallen over the road last year and was cleared by works crew.  

A v e r y i m p r e s s i v e 
Omphalotus was growing 
around the cut trunk. This 
p r e s e n t e d q u i t e a n 
opportunity, however the 
moon was getting closer to 
full. 

I waited a few days, until 
after full moon, and then 
came up early evenings in 
between sunset and moon 
rise. I also came armed with 

a large photography back-
drop, and was able to make an ‘igloo’ to shield the fungi from the 
ambient city light.

Exposures on the camera started at around 4mins at 2000 ISO. Each 
photo also required a 4 minute dark slide which the camera takes 
automatically to remove 
sensor noise from the 
image. That’s 8 mins per 
photo. 

The results were lovely, but 
still I desired more glow. I 
turned off the long exposure 
noise reduction and went 
straight for a 8 min photo at 
1600 iso. (The lower the 
ISO, the better) That nailed 
it! Green glow was now 
showing up in the desired 

Daytime photo of Ranger Kev’s Omphalotus.

    8min exposure @ 1600 ISO
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levels. 
The next night I also bought with me, my old Canon 5Dmk2, which has a 
larger sensor and less pixels. This means that each pixel is larger and 

able to gather more photons of light. However, I was now racing against 
the natural decay of the subject.

I had also found out that the glow is 
proportional to the warmth of the 
fungus. Therefore, the last night 
(Trudi Gayler came to observe), I 
poored some warm water over the 
mushroom and it litterally doubled 
the glow. I was able to finally get 
some ve ry c l ea r pho tos by 
decreasing the aperture, something 
I couldn’t do before the water trick. 

My settings are as follows. Shoot RAW! (most important) F2.8-4, 1600 
ISO, 8 mins. Standard 50mm lens on Canon and 10-24 f4 on the Fujifilm 
camera. Any digital image will create sensor noise, however I remove 
this post in computer software. I have a Manfrotto 190C tripod and a 
small home made one.

Wide photo of whole mushroom

A fortnight after find. Starting to break                   
down, but still glowing.
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Fungi Walk down the South Para-Darren Williams

Inspired by my trip with the 
Adelaide Fungal Studies 
Group to Deep Creek (see 
pages 7-8), I decided to 
take a close look at a fallen 
tree in the South Para 
Gorge. I knew the tree had 
been there for a number of 
years.

During the trip to Deep 
Creek, we closely examined 
a fallen tree nicknamed 
‘Thelma’s Tree’, after the 
group member who found 
it, which was covered in 
m a n y d i f f e r e n t s l i m e 
moulds and bizzare fungi. 

The tree I was searching 
for in the South Para had 
been down for a similar 
time so I expected to find 
lots of mushrooms over the 
trunk. 

Access to the Gorge is 
limited to a few steep 
tracks. After following one 
of these down, I came to 
the central waterfall. I 
paused for a few  photos 
then continued East along 
the river until I found the 
fallen tree. 

Unfor tunat ley, I came 
across several Deer at the 
location who had stripped 
most of the log of its moss 
and most likely mushrooms.

       Central waterfall

    The Tree
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However, there were a few mushrooms and even some Slime Mould baubles like 
we found in Deep Creek. Even though there were only few, I managed to get 
some nice photos on the walk.
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Photo: D 
Williams
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The 
Brown 
Family 
enjoying 
exercise 
in Para 
Wirra.
May 2020

          

                   l

Gallery



THE FRIENDS OF PARA WIRRA 
 

For more information please contact: 
Patsy Johnson 08 8280 7279 

Or visit our web page:  www.communitywebs.org/parawirrafriends 

THE BAROSSA GOLDFIELDS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 Bowden’s Cottage: cnr Goldfields & Allendale Roads

 
For more information contact: 
Leonie Hobbs 0413 331 598

 bgoldhs@gmail.com
 Website: www.communitywebs.org/BarossaGoldfieldsHistoric/ 

Newsletter Articles and Correspondence Welcome
Email: Darren Williams, dgwillsguitar@hotmail.com

Friends of Para Wirra is now on facebook.

 

 

 

The Friends of Para Wirra undertake working bees every first 
Thursday of the month and the third Saturday of the month. 

Meet at Park Office at 9:00am
Thursday July 2nd Trail Maintenance as required. Morning tea at 

work site, BYO lunch if desired.
Saturday July 18thth Trail Maintenance/weed control.  Morning tea at 

work site, BYO lunch.
Thursday August 6th Bridal Creeper, Watsonia. Morning tea at work 

site, BYO lunch if desired.
ONE TREE HILL SCHOOL ACTIVITIES IN PARK.   Date to be advised
Saturday August 15th Weed control as required.  Morning tea at work 

site, BYO lunch. BI-MONTHLY MEETING.
Thursday September 3rd Watsonia, Freesias as required.  Morning tea at 

work site, BYO lunch if desired.
Saturday September 19th WILDFLOWER WALK.  Morning tea at work 

site, BYO lunch if desired. 


